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IMPROVING LIVES THROUGH JUDICIAL COLLABORATION WITH INDIGENOUS 
PARTNERS:

THE NEW YORK FEDERAL-STATE-TRIBAL COURTS AND INDIAN NATIONS 
JUSTICE FORUM

JUSTICE MARCY L. KAHN





FORUM MISSION STATEMENT

 To educate and improve communications among state and tribal justice 
officials

 To integrate training and appropriate enforcement of child placements 
under the Indian Child Welfare Acts

 To reduce jurisdictional conflicts and promote inter-jurisdictional 
recognition of judgments 



KEYS TO SUCCESS

 Promote government-to-government respect (Guswentha)

 Clarify parameters of the work

 Listen to the voices of the community

 Establish working relationships based on trust



FORUM ACHIEVEMENTS
 Comity Rule

 Healing-to-Wellness Court

 Native Bail Reform Initiative

 ICWA

 VAWA

 Marriage Officiation Legislation

 Education & Training
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